THE MCGILL DAILY 



Volume 82, Number 25 



Washing that troll right out of my hair since 191 1 



Wednesday, October 21, 1992 



Housing activists angry at lift of condo conversion ban 



by Dave Ley 

About 30 people demonstrated 
outsidecityhallMondaytodemand 
that the city abandon plans to lift a 
ban on converting rental housing 
units to condos. 

The city of Montréal instituted 
abanoncondoconversionsin 1987 
in response to pressure by local 
housing activists who claimed that 
the conversions lead to rent in- 
creases, harassment of tenants, 



evictions, and building disrepair. 

The city announced plans to lift 
the ban at the next council meeting 
on November 24. 

“Landlords will see it as more 
profitable to convert their rental 
units to condos, and tenants with 
low income who can’t afford to buy 
their own apartment will be forced 
out,” said Robert Pilon, a member 
of le Front d’Action Populaire en 
Réaménagement Urbain 
(FRAPRU). 



Conscientious consumption 

Ethical grocery guide 
offers food for thought 



by Julie Coulson 

After reading Hungry for Jus- 
tice: 'Hie Montreal Guide to Socially 
Responsible Food Choicesyou may 
want to consider where you’ve 
been purchasing your groceries. 

The guide, released last week, 
is the result of a year and a half 
long project of the Québec Public 
Interest Research Group ( QP1RG ) 
and theGlobal Co-operation Net- 
work. It covers a range of food 
consumption issues, and is sure 
to enlighten Montréal residents 
about their participation in the 
food industry. 

Coordinators hope the guide 
will make students aware of their 
role as consumers, and provide 
them with grocery shopping al- 
ternatives. 

“Students and other low-in- 
come groups just get whatever’s 
cheapest,” said Beth Hunter, one 
of the guide coordinators. 

“Students also have a more 
transient life, so it’s more difficult 
to affect changes, like having a 
garden, composting, and cutting 
down on over-packaged food,” 
she said. “More than half the 
household waste in North 
America is from packaging!” 

“But students are also more 
willing to make decisions based 
on ethical choices — maybe be- 
cause if you study, say, 
international politics or geogra- 
phy, you’ll understand the effects 
of certain actions," she said. “I 
hope this book will make people 
informed enough to make the 
choice.” 

The guide opens with chapters 
on world and national hunger, 
government policy, transnational 
corporate control, and trade 
agreements. 

“Some thingsareapparent, but 
we don’t realize the implications 
— it’s apparent that we can get 
kiwisfromNew Zealand, butwhat 



does that mean for Canadian 
farmers? What’s pushed is how 
great these exotic fruits are, not 
the urban-rural connection." 

Readers are then encouraged 
to take a “supermarket tour” and 
toapplytheirrightsand purchas- 
ing powers with respect to 
labeling, packaging, organic ag- 
riculture, boycottsand advocacy. 

The guide also evaluates local 
alternatives to retail stores, in- 
cluding a city map of public 
markets, and encouraging 
insights into the co-op move- 
ment. 

The remaining chapters in this 
user-friendly guide delineate the 
production, processing, market- 
ing and consumption situation 
of various food types — grains, 
produce, meat, dairy, and beer. 
Corporate profiles and advice on 
how to enact change in your hab- 
its drive the guide’s well-taken 
points home. 

Unfortunately, the book will 
appear only in health food stores, 
to people who are already some- 
what aware of their consumer 
behaviour. The “big store” shop- 
pers and the Kraft Dinner 
dependants who most need this 
information, but are the least 
open to it, may never come across 
it. 

“The guide is directed at con- 
sumers, not producers and 
manufacturers, said Hunter. “If 
we as consumers start asking 
questions like ‘Where do these 
vegetables come from?’ informa- 
tion in stores about additives, 
pesticides, post-harvest treat- 
ments will be made available.” 

The guide cost $4, and can be 
purchased at QPIRG McGill, 505 
Eaton, at the Concordia QPIRG 
office, 2130 MacKay, and at or- 
ganic products stores, including 
Optimum, on Sherbrooke at Un- 
ion. It is printed on 100% 
post-consumer paper. 



“We know that landlords will 
find ways of kicking tenants out, 

through harassment r 

orwhatever.Theywill 
always find ways,” he 
said. 

But city executive i 
committee member 
John Gardiner, who 
is responsible for 
housing, said that the 
lift of the ban would 
be regulated and har- 
assment of tenants 
would not be permit- 
ted. 

Landlords con- 
victed of harassing 
tenants could face up > 
to S25 000 in fines, he § 
said. a 

Pilon was not con- « 
vinced. “The city is g 
sayingnowthatitwill § 
permit condo con- 
version but stop John Gardii 
people from kicking 
out tenants,” he said. 

“We know from what happened 
before 1987 that there will always 
be ways of gett ingaround the rules," 
he continued. 



Condo conversions have become 
a major issue in the upcoming St- 




the ban of conversions, could lead 
to many rental tenants being forced 

-5 1 from their homes. 

Many of the 12 can- 
didates running for the 
by-election see the lift 
of the ban as yet an- 
other promise broken 
by the ruling Montréal 
Citizens’ Movement. 

Butconsevativecan- 
didates like Sammy 
Forcillo, running for 
the right-wing Civic 
Party, have favoured 
promoting condo con- 
version. 

The Civic Party and 
city council opposition 
leader Nick auf der 
Maur (representing the 
Peter-McGill district) 
has repeatedly called for 
the city to lift the ban. 



John Gardiner, exec committee member in charge of housing. 



Jaquesdistrict by-election, to beheld 
November 1. A plan to permit the 
building of 10 000 new condos in 
the district, coupled with the lift of 



' housing. Ton are elegible to 
voteinthcupcomingby- 
election ifyou live anpvhere between 
Papineau and Bleury and Sherbrooke 
and the water. Phone 872-1111 for 
info on how to register. 



Ottawa residents fight for abortion clinic 



by Stuart Macmillan 

OTTAWA (CUP) — Pro-choice activists in Ottawa 
are gearing up for a fight to get the city its own abortion 

clinic. I “ 

Dr.HenryMorgentaler 1 
applied to the Ottawa Dis- 
trict Health Council to 

open a clinic in August . . -x; 

1991, and the application ■ '* l «<■*'’ Wj 

is still under review. Pro- j ffifjM gt fj 

choice activists say they ! SSSm 

think the health council 
and the provincial govern- P*. ' T 

jniuiih ülfir'J Ij 

women and potentially in- Henry Morgentaler 

creases the risks of the 

procedureif performed later in the pregnancy, Lachance 
said. 

Waiting periods have been between three and four 
weeks in the Ottawa area, according to Judy Brown of 
the Civic Hospital. The Civic Hospital performs the 
majority of abortions in Ottawa. 

Lachance said a local clinic would assure quicker 
access to abortion for women. She said waiting periods 
at Morgentaler’s clinic in Toronto are usually one week. 



Henry Morgentaler 



tachance also said a clinic would provide a more 
sympathetic environment for women, where the moral 
convictions of doctors would not interfere with the 
quality of care women would receive. 

"1 Abortion and the right 

r --‘ i to choose are important is- 

•em suesforstudents,shcadded. 

Women between the ages 
of 17 and 24 constitute the 
^ largest group using abor- 
^ /V l ' on services. 

/•/( it “Nothing putsan end to 
r 'j ‘Æ stuc ^ cs Me an unplanned 

ij .jMB pregnancy," Lachance re- 

L cently told a group of 

K"**-’- Carleton University stu- 

Zahra Dhanani, of the 
L ' University of Ottawa’s 

Women’s Centre, echoed 
\jm this sentiment, stressing 

BÊLW that an unplanned preg- 

nancy can lead to “veryhard 
decisions, changing the 
whole path of a student’s 

The P ro P ose ^ dinic 
would be supported by the 
V'lEo?! ! province’s health plan and 

used as a training facility. 

Before the provincial 

NDP government came to 
power two years ago, an abortion in Toronto cost 
approximately $300. Now covered under the prov- 
ince’s health plan, abortion servicesare more accessible. 

Anti-abortion groups deny the need for an Ottawa 
clinic. 

Betty Smith of Action Life, an anti-abortion group, 
said that money should not be spent on abortions 
while the province’s health care system is facing cut- 
backs. 
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RESTAURANT SHOWBAR 

1 106 de Maisonneuve Ouest • 845-9002 






LA TAVERNE 






1 1 07 Ste-Caiherine Ouest • 844-6769 
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Cl COO HAIRCUT 

Hli ,ax inc i u ^ c< ^ 

Y ■ v men & women 

with valid student I.D. 

also full leg wax $22 
half leg wax $12 

500 Sherbrooke W. 
Place Loto Québec 
287-1 8752 



THE CANADIAN JEWISH LAW STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

1 ’resents 

THE GREAT FEDERALIST DEBATE 

STEPHEN SCOTT 

Professor of Law, McGill University for the NO side 
VS. 

ROBERT LIBMAN 

Leader of the Equality Party, Provincial M.N.A. for YES side 
Wednesday, October 21st, MOOT COURT ROOM 
12:30 pm, McGill University Law Faculty 
co-sponsored by 

HILLEL & CJC-Quebec Region 
845-9171 
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filthy passions 





i we want your stories 
\ true confessions 
fondest memories 
talk to kate or dan 

jicome— call us 



Enquirer Probe Reveals . . . 



• Gay players ruthlessly prey on 
lonely teen newcomers 

• They invite youngsters to all- 
night parties of porno movies 
and open gay sex 

• Teens are too frightened to 
undress in locker rooms 




Come and join what will likely be the 
biggest worship service ever held at 
McGill. Christians from different (acuities 
and denominations will be gathering to 



praise and worship God and to celebrate 
the fullness of life in Christ. Come and be a 
part of the celebration. 

7:30 pm, Sunday, October 25 
Leacock 132 

(at the corner of McTavish and Dr. Penfield) 

Sponsored by the McGill Christian Fellowship, 
the Chinese Christian Fellowship, Newman 
Centre and the Anglican Chaplaincy. 



HairBiz== 

student specials! 



. _ CUT & 

$23 » 




<£ /"v *4 CUT & 

$ 21 

MEN 


$4 c sTR 0 E r 

T kJ high- 

and up LIGHTS 




$ 62 p “ m y 

incl. 

and up 



•_J . ». • .• ♦. - . r> 



•PRICES INCLUDE ALL TAXES For Appointment 

2040 de la Montagne 843-4029 



Jte. tytutVÿcé 

& MEYERS STUDIOS 

**«7 FOR PORTRAITS OF DISTINCTION 

1 993 McGill Grads 

50 % DISCOUNT 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS* 
several Package Deals Available 

• You get one (3"x4') B& W glossy free with your order 

• Six different expressions taken 

• No appointment necessary 

'Price List available at the studio 

WE SPECIALIZE IN CLASS COMPOSITES 
WE ALSO DO PASSPORT & APPLICATION PHOTOS 



1121 Ste. Catherine W., between Peel & Stanley (North Side) 

849 ■ 7327 *No Fee For Resitting 



events 



The McGill Book Fair sells cheap 
books today and Thursday, Redpath 
Hall, 9h — 21hOO. Info. 398-4534. 

Temple Emnnu-El-Beth Sholoin 
host Robert Adams reviewing A/ySon’s 
Story by Nadine Gordimer as part of 
their Book Lovers Forum. 395 Elm 
Ave., 9h30, S5. 

McGill law prof Stephen Scott 
will debate the No side against Robert 
Lipman for the Yes. Moot Court, Law 
Faculty, 12h30. 

QPRIG is looking for volunteers 
interested in putting together a green 
plan on environmental policy at 
McGill as well as those wanting to 
work directly on issues of waste man- 
agement in campus cafeterias. ^11 
welcome to meeting 17h30, Eaton 505. 

The Southern Africa Committee 
andtheBlackStudents’Networkarc 
holding a combined meeting at which 
a film on South Africa will be shown. 
Multiculluralloungc, Union 4th floor, 
18h. Info. 398-6815. 

McGill Students for the NO arc 
hosting an open microphone debate 
on the Charlottetown Accord, Union 
Ballroom, 19h30. 

The International Socialists talk 
“Safajevo to Somalia — The World 
Economy in Crisis” in Union 302, 
19h30. Info: Chantal, 948-4284. 
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Montréal artists call attention to James Bay Cree 



by Ron Lachman 

A group of Montreal artists has 
just finished painting a mural that 
they hope will call attention to the 
plight of Cree Indians in the James 
Bay region. 

Local painter ' * ' 

Farazin Farzaneh "The lai 
said the mural is an hunt am 

affirmation of the . 

n . tor, it iii 

Cree\vayoflife,not 

just a protest of e 

Hydro-Quebec’s ' " 
development. 

“It’s an attempt to show the so- 
cial costs of the consumerist ethic 
that these corporations promote,” 
said Farzaneh, one of the organisers 
of the mural project. “We don’t 
have the right to upset any commu- 
nity’s way of life.” 

Hydro Quebec hasdammed sev- 
eral rivers in northern Quebec as 
part of the James Bay megaprojcct, 
flooding Cree land. 

The mural, painted by eighteen 
different artists, is on the side of the 
Librairie Alternative on St-Laurent 
below Sherbrooke. The foreground 
shows a “walking-out” ceremony, 
which traditionally involves a pa- 



rade of Cree children who have 
learned to walk that year. The girl in 
the mural carries a knife, the boy a 
rifle, symbolizing their future roles 
as food gatherers and hunters. 

In the background is a caribou- 



“Wedidn’t want tomakea vague, 
general protest,” said Farzaneh. “We 
needed to point the finger at spe- 
cific interests. Those buildings say 
that James Bay development is not 
in the Creeinterest or anyone else’s, 
except those 



"The land and the rivers where the Cree people 
hunt and fish are a garden, a gift from the Crea- 
tor. It has to be treated with love and respect to 
ensure that its spirit lives forever." 



shaped river criss-crossed with hy- 
dro cables, which Farzinah said has 
many meanings. 

“The river is a symbol of life,” he 
said. “It’s a means of transportation 
and a water supply, and the caribou 
shape represents a food supply as 
wcll.Thehydro linesshowjust how 
much the Cree way of life has been 
tampered with.” 

Several menacing black build- 
ings bearing corporate names and 
dollar signs are near the top of the 
mural. The artists debated over 
whether to use Alcan’s and Hydro- 
Québec’s names and logos, but 
Farzaneh prevailed. 



out for 

Cree people profit.” 

»m the Créa- The bot- 
, . . tom of the 

d respect to muralwasin . 

:ver." tended for 

~ graffiti, but 

theartistsde- 
cided instead to fill the space with 
images of drowned caribou. Artist 
Carole Beaulieu said this alludes to 
the 10 000 caribou that drowned in 
1 984 when their migration patterns 
were interrupted by the flooded 
Caniapiscau River. She said Hydro 
Quebec’s dams caused the flood- 
ing. 

“The government said it was 
because of heavy rains. (Premier 
Robert) Bourassa called it an ‘act of 
God,”’ Beaulieu said. “The rest of 
us know better.” 

An idea for a James Bay/Cree 
mural had been kicked around bv 



local artists for years, but Farzaneh 
and McGill student Elizabeth 
Littlejohn decided toad on it in late 
1 990, and began to raise money and 
organise. Artists like Beaulieu, who 
worked with Farzaneh on other 
murals, joined in. 

“I’ve been to James Bay, and I’ve 
shown the Cree photos of some of 
the murals I’d done,” said Beaulieu. 
“They were really impressed and 
asked if. I could do one for them. 
When I heard Farzin already had 
one in the works, I jumped at the 
chance to help.” 

The group approached organi- 
zations like the Sierra Club, QPIRG 
and Greenpeace for funding, but 
were unsuccessful. The only con- 
tributor was the Grand Council of 
Cree, which kicked in $6000. Twelve 
artists designed the mural over a 
two-year period and three weeks 
ago 18 artists began painting it.The 
mural was finished last Sunday. 

Getting people thinking 

Reaction so far has been over- 
whelmingly positive. As the artists 
worked, passers-by and store own- 
ers voiced their approval. 



The mural has also attracted the 
attention of Hydro-Québec. 

“Two workers on the James Bay 
project approached us and said they 
didn’t agree with what they were 
doing,” said Farzaneh. “They said 
they did it for the money.” 

“And just recently a Hydro- 
Québec official came by and talked 
over James Bay with us. He said he 
was going to send over two col- 
leagues to discuss it further. That’s 
something, at least,” he said. 

Brian Craik, the federal relations 
officer for the Grand Council of 
Cree said the mural will help to 
bringjames Bay into thepublic eye. 

“Right now when people look 
up in the sky and see hydro lines, 
they may only think of the ben- 
efits,” he said. “When they look at 
the mural, they will see how an- 
other way of life that doesn’t 
necessarily thrive off electricity has 
been adversely affected.” 

Artist Sabrina Mathews agrees. 
“We all take electricity for 
granted. But this development has 
shaken a whole community,” she 
said. “The mural is one step to- 
wards getting people to thinkabout 
it.” 



FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION 



On October ISth, a woman’s body was discov- 
ered in an alley between St. Urbain and Clark 
Streets just above Prince Arthur. Police believe the 
body was dumped there. “Signs of violence" were 
discovered around the woman ’s neck, according to 
the police. While the coroner investigating the case 
refused to comment on whether the woman had 
been sexually assaulted, a police detective did 
acknowledge that the woman was found with her 
sweater on backivards as if someone else bad 
dressed her. 

On October 1 4th at ISbOO, a woman was walk- 
ing on Prince Arthur Street between Hutchinson 
and Lome when a man started to follow her and 
began verbally harassing her. He became increas- 
ingly aggressive and walked quickly towards her. 
When she crossed the street, he continued to follow 
her until the comer ivhere he turned. 

On October 14th at 0h30 a woman was mugged 
labile ivalking west along Prince Arthur Street 
between Ste-Pamille and St-Urbain. A man grabbed 
her from behind and pulled her onto the street. She 
resisted him and he grabbed her handbag and ran 
off into a nearby alley. r Ihe man was described as 
white with dark hair. 



FOR YOUR SAFETY 



Anyone with information regarding these 
occurrences, or who bas been involved in an 
assault is advised to report the incident to the 
Montréal police, McGill Sexual Assault Coali- 
tion 398 - 2700, and the Walk Safe Network 
398-2498. 




city council briefs 



City council met Monday night and continued late 
Tuesday amidst a newly redecorated council chamber, 
including a revamped speaker’s chair and new micro- 
phones. Particularly impressive is the new press bench 
where all us press people can sit down on comfy chairs 
on the main floor of the chamber instead of where they 
used to shove us up in the balconies. 

The renovations are part of the city’s S23 million 
project for revamping city hall, which includes such 
nicities as $800 000 toilets for Montreal mayor Jean 
Doré. 

MCM scraping the barrel 

Sam Boskey of the Democratic Coalition of Montréal 
(DCM) questioned why the ruling Montréal Citizen’s 
Movement (MCM) had originallyasked Sammy Forcillo 
to run as its candidate in the St-Jaques by-election 
November 1. 

Forcillo is presently running for the right-wingCivic 
Party, which supports, among other things, a lifting of 
the ban on conversion of rental units to condomini- 
ums. Mayor Jean Doré refused to comment on the 
issue. 

Claude Watters is the present candidate running for 
the MCM in the by-election. 

Cleaning up Ste-Catherine 

Nick auf der Maur, leader of the Civic Party, asked 
what the mayor was going to do to clean up Ste- 
Catherine Street, which he called a “street in decline”. 
Auf der Maur’s questions were prompted by an earlier 
statement by Doré that the city was considering closing 
Ste-Catherine to traffic on Fridays, Saturdays and Sun- 
days to make shopping there more attractive. 

Auf der Maur called the idea ludicrous, saying that 
it wouldliurt merchants more than it would help them. 

“The problem with the downtown merchants is that 
they’re trying to compete with all the big shopping 
malls,” said Auf-der Maur. “Making it more difficult to 
drive downtown to do your shopping is not going to 
solve the problem.” 

Doré responded that the idea for closing off Ste- 
Catherine was only one idea. 

“I was just suggesting one particular idea,” said 
Doré. “It’s an idea that would have to be discussed with 
everyone.” 



Bikes need a place in Montréal 

A representative from Vélo Mondial, a local cycling 
activist group, asked when the city was going to add 
more lock up posts for bicycles, particularly down- 
town but also in some residential areas. 

“The number of bicyclists in Montréal is growing,” 
he said. “We need more bike stations on St-Laurent 
and Ste-Cathereine. But people who live on third floor 
triplexes also need a place to park their bikes.” 

City executive member André Lavellé responded 
that the city is starting up a pilot project in the spring 
to add more bike stations along St-Denis, and that if 
that went well, more would be added elsewhere. 

Is the city getting screwed? 

DCM member Sam Boskey questioned whether a 
move to sell off a portion of city property to a private 
investor at discounted rates would be fiscally prudent. 

The city is selling a strip of land next to St-Patrick 
Street by the Lachine Canal to Contructions Désourdy 
Inc. for $12 428, though the value of the land was 
assessed by the city is $65 928. 

The city has said that the difference of $53 500 is 
because the company is constructing sewers for the 
plot of land. 

City to borrow $86 million to fund office 
building 

Discussions went on into the very late evening on 
the last minute proposal by the city executive commit- 
tee to post a $86 million bond to finance the World 
Trade Centre. 

The centre, with an occupancy rate of 30 per cent, 
is facing extreme pressure from its creditors, and the 
city has proposed bailing it out. 

The World Trade Centre has been a virtual failure 
from its beginning, especially with the tremendous 
glut in office space in Montréal. In fact most of the 
tenants are municipal, provincial or federal govern- 
mental departments. 

The proposal was expected to go through, though 
details were not known at press time. 

— by Dave Ley 
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Condo conversion hurts students 

ITiecity’s ruling Montréal Citizen’s Movement (MCM) has never been good 
at keeping its promises. 

It has backtracked on virtually every promise it got elected on (more 
grccnspace, reduced transit fees, more housing for low-income tenants...). 
Now, by announcing that it will lift thecity’s ban on converting rental units into 
condos, the MCM is going back on one of its most fundamental housing 
policies. 

After the province gave municipalities more freedom over housing issues in 
1987, housing groups from across the city pushed for the city to place the ban 
on condo conversions. 

These groups, many of whom were responsible for getting the MCM into 
power, pointed to the dangers of a free-market philosophy when it came to 
housing. Landlords make less money off renters than they do off condos, so if 
landlords can freely convert their property, tenants face harassment by land- 
lords wishing to kick them out and make some fast bucks. 

The city claims it will prevent this. But as most students know, all it takes is 
an incompetent landlord who’s slow on repairs and quick on collecting rent to 
make a tenant want to move out. The MCM’s assurances are not enough. 

Fortunately there is a way of expressing resentment at yet another MCM 
screw-around. If you live anywhere downtown below Sherbrooke and between 
Papineau and Bleury, there’s a by-election happening November 1. 

If you do live in this area, known as Centre-Sud, you know there isn’t a lot 
of affordable housing in the area. Already Centre-Sud is a prime area for 
developers, and with a lift on the ban on condos, developers would go nuts. 

And there’d be as much a chance of getting a cheap place downtown as 
hearing Preston Manning preach the virtues of safer sex. 

On November 1 there is a chance for you to say that you want to live 
downtown in an affordable place that’s kept up. 

Out ofthe twelve candidates running for the ward there are two you can tell 
to fuckoff and take their plans for converting your place to a condo with them. 
One is Claude Watters, run ning for the MCM, and the other is Sammy Forcillo, 
running for the right-wing Civic Party, which for a long time has pushed for the 
lifting ofthe ban. 

These two are the enemy ofeveryone who can’t afford to buy their own place 
and don’t see the merit ofhigh-cost housing in their neighbourhood. Students, 
for instance. If you have a chance, vote for someone more friendly. 

To make sure you're registered for the upcoming November 1 by-election, phone 872- 
1 111 for info. 

For information on the other ten candidates, talk tocity councillors whoarenot members 
ofthe MCM or Civic Parly. Sam Boskey, Marvin Rotrand, Claudette Demers-Godley, 
Michel Prescott, Marcel Sévigny and Pierre Coyer. They can all be reached at 872-3134. 

Forinfoon the Civic Party candidate talk toNickAuf-derMaurat872-3134. For the 
candidate running for Écologie Montréal, talk to Dimiln Roussoupoulos at 281-VERT. If 
you want to learn more about the MCM candidate, talk to some generic MCM bureaucrat 
at 395-8797. 
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VoteVes anil stuff the Tories 

Opinion by ihe McGill International Socialists 



Dave Ley 



lelters 



Troll hair theory 

To the Daily, 

1 am writing in response to Don 
McGowan’s letter to the editors of the 
McGill Tribune on Tuesday, October 
20 . 

1. While it is true that Dave Ley has 
big hair with respect to other people, 
trolls have big hair with respect to the 
amount of courage that they display. 
With this in mind, I must say that Dave 
Ley has a miniscule amount of hair. 
F.xcusc me while I draw the graph of 
hair vs courage. Sorry. 1 mean to say: 
trolls = big hair — little courage 
Dave Ley = big hair — other people 
= small hair — lots ofeourage 
You can sec that it’s an entirely 
different curve, showing just how 
different Dave Ley and trolls are. 



2. I thought Don was the annoying 
guy in just about every conference. 

3. Perhaps Mr. McGowan would 
have more credibility ifhe knew how to 
do the dishes properly, but until that 
unlikely event happens he should go 
back to doing the weather. 

Michael Fleischncr 
U3 Engineering 

Avoiding McGill 

To the Daily, 

The McGill Dailies of Wednesday 
October 14th and Thursday October 
15thcontaincd nostories about McGill. 
I wonder why you would wish to make 
yourselves irrelevant to the readership 
and body that funds you? 

Chris Alam,U3 Arts 
Assistant Editor in Chief, 
McGill Tribune 



Calling for a critical “yes” vote raises 
many eyebrows among those who want 
to see real gains for Québec, First Na- 
tions, women, and other oppressed 
groups.Thc Accord itself is hardly worth 
the paper it’s written on; the debate 
surrounding it, however, has a real im- 
pact on the fight for real gains for these 
groups. We believe that supporting the 
Accord critically is the best way to op- 
pose the agenda ofthe right-wing, fight 
racism and build solidarity among op- 
pressed groups. 

Tlte latest wave of anti-French big- 
otry, which has been on the rise since 
the defeat of the Mccch Lake Accord, 
has shown itself most dearly in the 
growth ofgroupslikethcReformParty, 
the Confederation of Regions Party, 
the Alliance for the Preservation ofEng- 
lish in Canada and the Equality Party. 
These groups have used anti- French 
politics to push an agenda that attacks 
the rights not only of francophones but 
of Natives, women, gays and lesbians, 

left 

Navel gazing all the way to PEI 

To the Daily, 

Am I the only guy who finds this 
constitutional mishmash more 
depressing than a crate of downers? 
Sure, the country will ’survive’ a “no" 
vote (for a while, at least). And sure, 
Mulroney’s an asshole we’d all like to 
see nailed to the wall. 

But Christ. Whatever happened to 
plain old generosity? Or compromise? 
Everyone’s roaming around with killer 
bees in their bonnets, trying to dump 
them into each other’s laps. “If I don’t 
get everything I want, Nyaah! I’ll vote 
‘No’ and nobody will get anything.” Or 
else, “Let’s flush the constitution down 
the crapper to spite our jackass 



people of colour, and immigrants. 

In the current political climate, a 
defeat for the Accord would be seen as 
a victory for these bigots who think 
Québec and First Nations are “getting 
too much” and would fuel racism and 
sexism in English Canada. This would 
have a disastrous impact not only on 
oppressed peoples in Canada but on 
politics within Québec. 

In fact, every concession to op- 
pressed groups granted in the Accord 
has been won through real struggle, not 
through legalistic battles in Parliament 
or in the courts. The minimal gain of 
the inherent right to self-government 
for Nativcpcoples has far less to do with 
Unconstitutional manoeuvres ofOvide 
Mercredi than it does with the struggle 
mounted on the barricades at Oka. A 
critical “yes” vote means taking the inch 
that’s been won and pushing for the 
mile. 

In this respect the National Action 
Committee on the Status of Women 

e r s 

governments.” 

Sure. And leave the essential 
principles of constitutional change 
totally unresolved. Swell. Sooner or later 
we’ll have to throw ourselves, like 
doomed lobsters, back into this boiling 
pot. Don’t we have better filings to do 
with our energies than write 
constitutions? Anybody out there 
remember the environment? The 
economy? Social justice? How are we 
supposed to deal effectively with real 
priorities if our energies arc going to be 
indefinitely funnelled into this crap? 

Yeah, I know. Theprcsent deal has a 
lolofasterisks.Atlcastthebasicconcepts 
arc settled and in a pretty fair, 
reasonable, balanced way. Leave the 



has made an error in its rejection of the 
Accord. It is true that NAC’s motives 
for a “No” vote arccompletely removed 
from those of the Reform Parly and 
other anti-French movements in Eng- 
lish Canada. But NAC has allowed 
themselves to be pitted against Quebec 
and Natives in ignoring the 
commonality of struggle against the 
right-wing and their ideas. NAC is be- 
ing used by the reactionaries in the 
Reform Party - no friends of womens’ 
rights - as a progressive cover to attack 
theideaofgranting any special rights to 
Natives and Québécois. 

Anyone who wants to see progres- 
sive change to the exploitative, racist, 
sexist, and homophobic society we live 
in should say yes to Québécois and 
Native rights on October 26 while re- 
maining critical of the undemocratic 
flag-wavingcharadcthcTorics and their 
allies have tried to foist upon us. If we 
don’t want to sec these people continue 
to set the political agenda with their 
reactionary nationalism, file only alter- 
native is building solidarity between all 
those in both Canada and Québec who 
have an interest in opposing them. 

We print all letters we get 300 words or 
less, except lor hate literature or libel. 
Your name and a telephone number 
where you can be reached must be 
included, along with your program and 
year if you are a student. 

More verbose opinions can be expressed 
in the form of a Hvde Park, which is up to 
500 words and should not be a response 
to anything within the pages ofthe Daily. 

Publication is not guaranteed. 

bureaucrats to sift through the 
remaining muck and start looking 
forward — instead ofdown each other’s 
dirty navels. 

So get a life, you “nay” sayers. Vote 
“yes”. 

Greg Millard 
Mgmt U2 
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Pursuing 
peace IN 
Guatemala 



INTERVIEW 



WITH 



by Wayne Hiltz 



MÊÊ or the past thirty years, 

Guatemala; has experienced a civil war between leftist 
guerrillas and right-wing governments dominated by 
the military. Peace-talks between the URNG guerrilla 
coalition apd the right-wing government have taken 
place for the past 1 8 months aimed at ending the 
longest-running civil war in the Americas. But very 
little of the Guatemalan peace process has been 
covered by the mass media. 

Raoul Molina represents the 






What is the U.S. strategy regard- 
ing the URNG? Does it want it to 
become a political party instead 
of a military force? 



; uc.uie u,ie urmea valions and the In August, there was a partial ofthose problems at the peace talks, 

of American States. He recently spoke human rights accord concerning In that sense, the U.S. administration 

/ahnilf thp harlznrnnnrl the army's civilian patrols which has come to understand the roots of the 

aoout tne Dajkground of the peace have been cited for serious hu- conflict and therefore it cannot demand 

>bstacles it faces, and the prospects for man r, 9 hts violations, why has it that a revolutionary force such as the 

temala been criticised by some popular URNGsimplylaydownitsarms, join the 

groups? political arena, and then start solving the 

MostGuatemalanshavedcmandedthe problems. 

guerrillas have 1991, and thanks to strong international immediate dismantling of the civilian 

armed struggle pressuresand internal military pressures patrol system. The solution is perhaps Do you forsee more stalling or 
military and mill- by the URNG, it was possible to sign the not the best one but it does provide for perhaps some breakthroughs for 
regimes for BO Mexico Accord in April, which estab- their eventual dismantling when the two the Guatemalan peace process? 
the roots of this lished the conditions for direct talks sides discuss demilitarization. If conditions do not change, we don’t 

:emala? between the government and the Guate- The Accord states that all civilian pa- scehowthepeaceprocesscouldbemoved 

mala National Revolutionary Unity trois in which people openly express that forward again. But conditions could 

ruggle began out of (URNG). they were not voluntary members and change internally with the participation 

n Guatemalan soci- those involved in human rights viola- of civilian sectors, the intensification of 

vnmg the country s Has there been any concrete re- tions would be dismantled. thearmed conflict, or if the international 

t majority are poor, suits from these talks? actors play a more determined role. 

,e tr ! cd . t0 solve thls At the beginning, popular expecta- What is the army's position re- The United Nationshas played only a 

— for instance, tne tions and pressures on both sides were gardlng the peace talks? secondary rolewithanobserverwhoonly 

icnts of 1944-54. very high. In July 1991, the first and only The army is no longer a unified insti- takes notes. If there was more pressure 
tic attempt was in- agreement was reached with respect to tution. Some favour the peace process from the international community, the 
-orchestrated coup democratization. It was a framework ac- while others prefer a military solution. Guatemalangovernmentwouldcertainly 
ed a situation of re- cord which included a set of rules that The hardliners who have the upper hand find itself in a very weak position and 
unt of the struggles should be reached to have a society that want to weaken the URNG and to not would have to be more flexible and per- 
eo P le - could be considered democratic. offer any concessions. By increasing the haps overcome the difficulties of the 

£ Unfortunately, the next item was a repressionandbybeingveryinflexiblev/s human rights question, 

substantive issue — that of human rights à vis the peace process, they are 
S two years ago? — that would determine whether this overextending the negotiating process. What can Canadians do to help 
• tr foi ba uH° the framework for democracy was going to push the peace process forward? 

in 1987, which ere- work. 1'his process was very slow with the What is the U.S. government's We would like the Canadian people to 
litions for the peace government at first being very reluctant role and its eventual strategic continue asking the government to keep 
.TheAccords, which toacceptanychanges.ButbylastDccem- goals for Guatemala? defending human rights in Guatemala, 

ation, endingarmed ber, the government had agreed to eight The United States wants Central But it must go beyond having UN resolu- 

for human rights in out of the URNG’s eleven demands. The Americafreeofwarsandisapplyingstrong tions of expressing concern from time to 
re not well-liked by last three demands have proved to be pressure to end the conflicts. During 1990 time. 

, , more difficult. and early 1991, there was a lot of U.S. We have to move to concrete actions 

aid that it was appli- More than nine months have passed pressure to accelerate the process. But that could be termed sanctions— suchas 

ind El Salvador but to try to solve the issue of the civil defense after that, we sawan indifference perhaps establishing very concrete conditions on 
Under the Cerezo patrols, the application of international from the electoral campaign and con- bilateral aid to a country that continues 
t) government, the humanitarian law and the formation of a cerns with internal problems. In 1992, withaverybad human rights record. The 
:ocometothenego- TruthandJusticeCommissionthatwould this indifference has meant the slowing end of the war is fundamental for all 
investigate past violations of human down of the peace process and an in- Guatemalans and for the respect ofhu- 
took office in early rights. crease in human rights violations. man rights. 
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Agenda to abuse 



Plan to tear down low-income housing for veterans indicative of city policies 

C 

^^tirrent housing trends in Montréal are leaving senior citizens and low-income 
families out in the cold. Benny Farm, a housing complex built over 45 years ago to provide WWII 
veterans with affordable housing, is the latest source of debate about the government's responsibil- 
ity to such citizens. 

The Canadian Housing and Mortgages Corporation (CMHC), a federally funded corporation es- 
tablished to provide and oversee housing in Canada, owns Benny Farm. Now it wants to demolish 
and privatize the site, selling 60% of the land to middle and upper income families. 



by Catrin Morris 



The main opposition to the plan 
is the NDG Community Council 
Housing Committee. They argue 
that since low-income citizens des- 
perately need affordablehomes, any 
land which is already in the public 
domain should stay public. 

According to the CMHC’s direc- 
tor, a Mr Velliquette, the mission of 
the corporation is to “try to provide 
the best homes for all Canadians”. 

“The CMHC is especially aware 
of the needs of specific individuals, 
such as women in trouble or handi- 
capped people,” he said. 

But such individuals, who Benny 
Farm would provide with an inex- 
pensive and safe environment, are 
beingdisplacedbythewidcscaleland 
privatization endorsed by the 
CMHC, according to critics. 

The Housing Committee criti- 
cize the CMHC on four basic 
grounds. They say the housing cor- 
poration is unnecessarily 
demolishing housing which only 
needs minor renovation, tripling the 
density ofthesiteand therebycrowd- 
ing the neighbourhood and 
threatening its sense of community, 
privatizing public land and failing 
to recognize the needs of the broader 
community. 



Their counterproposal rejects a 
wholesale demolition of Benny 
Farm. While recognizing the need 
for new facilities for tenants, a state- 
ment from the committee said that 
renovations would be “politically 
and environmentally a more accept- 
able solution." 

Itsaystheirproposal would meet 
the needs of the larger community 
without excessive spending or over- 
crowding. 

The committee proposed the 
creation of a land trust to provide 
rent-controlled, publically-owned 
and pleasant homes to citizens in 
NDG who cannot contend with fluc- 
tuating market trends. 

“All preliminarystudiesindicate 
that the buildings can be renovated 
much more cheaply than replaced,” 
according to their statement. It is 
“extremely wasteful” to destroy 
buildings “with hardwood floors, 
and attractive layouts which are, on 
the whole, in good condition.” 

Renovation was never consid- 
ered a viable alternative, according 
to the Housing Committee, because 
it “did not satisfy the underlying 
political agenda of privatization.” 

No options 

The density of a land site is the 
amount of building that occupies a 



given area of land.TheCMHC pro- 
poses to triple the land density at 
Benny Farm, a move which Pearl 
said would drastically disrupt the 
sense of community so important 
to Benny Farm residents. 

The proposal to erect six 
story buildings on the site is 
opposed by the Housing 
Committee, which they say 
would destroy the character 
of the neighbourhood. 

“Not only [will thebuild- 
ings] be higher and cover 
more of the land but they 
will involve an entirely dif- 
ferent type of residential 
building and structure of 
social interaction,” accord- 
ing to the committee’s 
statement. 

NDG Community 
Council coordinator Lucia 
Kowaluk said. “The pro- 
posed increase in land 
density would overload the 
services on the surrounding 
streets.” 

She said the site should 
be doubled in size, rather than in- 
crease the density "in order to 
provide additional low-cost hous- 
ing, which NDG badly needs.” 

The Housing Committee’s 
counterproposal would maintain 



thecommunityspiritat Benny Farm 
by offering new homes to match the 
diversity of both new and old resi- 
dents, she said. 

The committee also says the 
CMHC did not consult with the 



community before making its pro- 
posal. And when the tenants voted 
on the CMHC proposal, they did 
not provide the Housing Commit- 
tee’s counterproposal as an option. 

Danny Pearl of the Housing 



Committee said this is why 70% of 
the veterans voted in favour of the 
CMHC plans. “They were never 
given any other option,” he said. 

“We have been left in the dark 
because they never even asked us 
our opinion,” he added. 

Claudette Demers- 
Godley, an independent 
city councillor, said, 
“They said, ‘This is it,’ is 
if we disagree they an- 
nounce that we don’t 
care about the future of 
the veterans, when that 
is obviously our first pri- 
ority.” 

“The CMHC is hold- 
ing us hostage and we’re 
made out to look like the 
bad guys,” she added. 

She said the Benny 
Farm incident is part of a 
series of similar profit- 
mongeringmovesbythe 
city government. “They 
are planning to lift a ban 
on condo creation while 
ignoring the problem of 
displacement of the poor,” she said. 

She criticized the CMHC and 
theCity of Montreal for “looking at 
any way of increasing its tax-base.” 




University of Toronto urged to expand aboriginal studies 



by Lisa Hefner 

TORONTO (CUP) — Students 
and professors at the University of 
Toronto are urging the university 
to change its approach to teaching 
aboriginal culture. 

Diane Longboat, director of U 
ofT’s First Nations House, says that 
the universit/scurriculum on First 
Nations is inadequate. 

“U of T is absolutely silent on 
indigenous knowledge. We (the 
First Nations House) offset the U of 
Tcurriculumbycateringto theper- 
sonal interests of Native students,” 
said Longboat. 

Longboat added that the pros- 
pect of native self-government 
outlined in the Charlottetown ac- 
cord makes the need for a 
native-based curriculum all the 



more pressing. 

“With the (proposed) third level 
of government, we need people who 
are highly educated and have a 
strong foundation of knowledge 
about the values and traditions of 
their people.” 

Carol Couchie is a psychology 
and religiousstudies major who was 
president of the Native Students’ 
Association (NSA) two years ago. 
She said her experience as a student 
has led her to believe that U of T 
needs more native professors and 
an aboriginal studies program 
which is not part of the anthropol- 
ogy department. 

“The programs at First Nations’ 
Flouse gave me the history which is 
hard to find at U of T,” she said. 

Longboat also said that U of T 
should hire more native professors. 



“It would bring credibility to ( U 
ofT) to hire native professors,” said 
Longboat, “and there are hundreds 
of qualified natives out there.” 

But David Neelands, assistant 
vice-president of student affairs, 
said that finding qualified native 
professors is difficult. 

“Although U of T believes that 
participation in post-secondary 
education is important in reclaim- 
ing native rights, before it can hire 
native professors, it must first re- 
cruit them into the university.” 
Michael Marrus, a history pro- 
fessor and chair of the board which 
advises U of T on academic policy, 
said it is up to the deans of the 
various divisions to decide to ex- 
pand on native curriculum. 

“The university’s budget is al- 
ready strained with existing 



programs,” he said. 

Some academics are attempting 
to fill in the gaps in native studies at 
UofT. 

Krystina Sieciechowicz of the U 
ofT anthropology department said 
that two 300-level courses in abo- 
riginal culture have recently been 
approved. One course is on Native 
Canadian history and another is on 
native self-government. 

“Both areanattempt to examine 
the existing legal and political im- 
plications that have brought us to 
this present constitutional crisis.” 

Although Sieciechowicz said that 
U ofT has agreed to help finance 
the courses, she hopes to get most 
of the money from the federal gov- 
ernment and private donors. 

Bernard Cinader of the Immu- 
nology Department proposed last 



year to have an Institute of First 
Nations Culture at the School of 
Graduate Studies. He said 
underfunding is no excuse. 

“First Nations should bean inte- 
gral and important part of the 
University’s intellectual basis. We 
need to adapt our academic life to 
new or newly perceived needs,” he 
said. 

Although Cinaderacknowledges 
that U of T has made progress in 
opening its doors to native students 
since he proposed starting a native- 
based curriculum at the Faculty of 
Medicincin 1981 , therearestill core 
ideological obstacles. 

“There is still a parochial, supe- 
rior attitude in our university. 1 do 
not want to help the ‘poor natives.’ 
It’s not us-them anymore.” 
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classified ads 

Ads moy be placed through the Doily business office, Room B- 1 7, Union Building, 9h00 • 1 4h00. Deadline is 1 4h00, two working days prior to publication. 
McGill Students (with valid ID]: $3.50perday, 3 or more consecutive days, $2.50 per doy. McGill Employees (with staff cordj $4.50 per day, 3 or more consecutive 
days, $3.50 per doy. All others: $5.00 per doy, or $4.00 per doy for 3 or more consecutive days. (Prices do not include applicable GST or PST]. For more information, 
please visit our office in person or coll 398-6790 - WE CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE PHONE. 

The Daily assumes no finonciol responsibility for errors, or damage due to errors. Ad will re-oppeor free of charge upon request if information is incorrect due to our 
error. The Doily reserves the right not to print any classified od. 



1 - Houdiffi 



Master's Student (male) wishes lo 

shaie fully luinished and equi: ped house 
in NDG. 485-2887. ' _ 

Large 3'/,. losl ol ils kind. A n.t see! 
Close to Guy Mclio, 937-C'-i4f-\ 

Room for Rent. Immediate occupancy. 
Pine Avenue/Acioss from Cunie Gym. 
$20Q/mnlh. 98261 30 (leo/e in. .sage) 

Roommate wanted to share bright, 
large 4'/, lo shaie on Mountain. Fur- 
nished (+TV, VCR, microwave), heating, 
paiking. buzzer. Immediate occupancy. 
Female $425. Françoise 499-1610. 



2 - Movers/Storage 



Moving/Storage. Closed van or truck. 
Local and long distance. Oll-Tor-Van-NY- 
Fla. 7 days 24 hours. Cheap. Steve 735- 
8)48. 

Moving Service Available. Alex 324- 
3794. 



5 - Typing Services 



Success to all students. WcrdPcilcc! 
5. 1 . Term papers, resumes. 24 yrs. expe- 
rience. $1.75 double space, 7 days/ 
week. Rapid service. On campus - Peel/ 
Sherbrooke. Paulette Vigneaull or Roxanne 
288-9638, 288-0016. 

Term papers, theses, CV's typed ac- 
curately by experienced typist. Reason- 
able. looks good on a lasei printer, lo- 
cated in the ’ghetto. - 843-3449. 



Secretarial Service Systems Accu- 
rate, fast, professional. Editing & typing. 
WoidPeifecI 5.1 . Term papers, resumes, 
theses, manuscripts. Disk storage. Courses 
offered in WordPerfect. 481-1801. 

WORD PROCESSING. 937-8495Tcrm 
papers, resumes, manuscripts, correspond- 
ence (laser Printer) 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
(Atwaterk 

Accurate and prompt woid Dtocess- 
ing, lasei printer : term papers, theses, 
reports, résumés (editing, page layout), 
pick-up ana delivery. Alan 289-95 18. 

WORD PROCESSING. Immediate serv- 
ice WP 5. ! . Thesis, resumes, term papers. 
$1.50 per page. 939-0789 Pick up & 
Delivery. 

Word Processing: WordPerfect 5.1 • 
Piofessionol/laser printer. Reseatch/lerm 
papeis, theses, C.V. Pick up and delivery. 
$1.75 per page • double speed. Call 
Angela, Tel.: 485-3750 Tel./Fax: 485- 
4510. 

Word-processing ol teim-papeis, the- 
ses, reports, etc. Experienced. WordPerfect 
5. 1 , laser Printer. Reliable, accurate, fast. 
Good rales. Close lo McGill. Coll Brigitle 
2820301. 



6 - Services Offered 



Student Winterize Special: Free 10 
point car inspection. Coolant (-40°C), wiper 
<5. washer system, healer, rear defor, lires, 
safety check, etc. CALI RON'S MOTIVE 
POWER 935-4660. 

RÉSUMÉS by MBAs. Student rotes, 
Better Business Bureau Member. 3000+ 
studenls served. Owner woiked for Proctor 
& Gamble, Heinz and General Foods. 
PRESTIGE (on Guy) 939-2200. 



7 - For Sale 



Exxa Down Coats - 1 445 Bleury (north 
ol Sle-Calhciine) Down Jackets $ 1 29+, 
Coals $ 1 49+, Paikas $ 1 49+ , Kids' Down 
Jackets $99, Bombers $69.95, Wool 
socks. 842-3465. 

Bicycles -Rocky Mountain Fusion, 1990, 
18', Dedie IX and DX, lice overhaul, 
$450. Gardin loiia, 1 99 1,21", Shimano 



105, clipless pedals, $550. Phone Kevin 
845-4671. 

Computer Must Sell -Moving. 386- 
33, 4Mb RAM, 64K cache, 120Mb 
HD, SVGA Monitor <5. caid ( 1024 x 768 
x 256), 2400bd modem, Adlib sound 
card, mouse, tower case, lots of soft- 
ware: Win. 3.1, DTP, music, games, 
etc. Only $ 1 599. 935-8836 Raymond. 

For Sale • IBM-compatible computci. 
VGA, 2Meg f'AM, 52 Meg HD. Productiv- 
ity soltwaie ind. $ 800. Call Chiisjohnslon 
•939-5892. 



8 -To Give Away 



McGill 

7 nightline 



Share your thoughts with us. 398- 
6246. 



12 - Personal 



I am looking loi someone to help me 
with my Italian. If interested, please coll 
842-0593. 

Man, 28 years old, French speaking 
student, looking for a romance with a girl. 
I like classical music, jazz and arts. Jean- 



Pieire, P.O. Box 182, Cartierville, Mon- 
Ireal H4K 2J5. 

All I want for my birthday is a Ben O 
Jerry's ice cieam cake. Hint, hint, hint. 
For info call 286-6073. 1316 do 
Moisonnewe W. 



13.- Lessons/Courses 



"Law School Bound?" For information 
about a complete manual designed to 
guide you through every step ol the law 
admissions process - Call 1-80066 1 -LSAT 
(5728) 

The Linguistic Exchange Club ’Prac- 
tice Another language. Make a new Friend’ 
Exchange your language (or English, 
Français, Espanol, Deulsch, etc. $60 yr. 
($30 students) 592-51 18. 



14 - Notices 



Car Rally. Test your driving and naviga- 
tional skills. Soluiday, October 24, 1 6h30 
lo midnight. No experience necessary, 
$ 1 5 per car. Call Sports Motor Car Club 
457-2938 (eve.| 

ST. MARTHA'S IN-THE-BASEMENT: 

An inloimal, nondenominalionol Christian 
community meets every Sunday 10:30 
a.m., basement United Theological Col- 
lege, 352 1 University. 398-4104. Every- 
one welcome. 




ADVERT rSE IN 
THE DA rLY 



The Post-Graduate Students' Society 
Presents 



THE LAST GREAT DEBATE ON THE 
CHARLOTTETOWN ACCORD: 

SHOULD 

QUEBECKERS VOTE 
YES OR NO? 



Alain Gagnon, Dept of Political Science, McGill 
Andrée Lajoie, Faculté de Droit, Université de Montréal 
John McCallum, Dean of Arts, McGill 
Charles Taylor, Dept of Philosophy, McGill 
Jeremy Webber, Faculty of Law, McGill 



TIME: 



PLACE: 



Thursday, Oct. 22 
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

University Centre 
Room 425/426 



Creative Geniuses Wanted lo woik 
on our fabulous P.R. committee. GRIP- 
Québec-PIRG needs you lo come up with 
advertising ideas and awaieness cam- 
poiqns. Call Katyo: 845-7169, 

* MACROBIOTIC POTLUCK DIN- 
NER Wednesday, Odobei 2 1 si, 7:30 
p.m. Vegans welcome. Please call: 987- 
9441. 

Confused or Curious? IBGM (Lesbi- 
ans, Bisexuals, Gays of McGill) is restart- 
ing peer counselling. Anyone interested in 
finding out about IBGM or has questions 
about their sexuality is welcome lo drop by 
room 417, Sholner or call 398-6822. 
Hours are during lunch and 7 to 10, 
Monday through Soluiday. 

Want to Talk? IBGM (lesbians, Bisexu- 
als, Gays of McGill) sponsois two discus- 
sion groups at the Yellow Door, 3625 
Aylmer, above Milton. A coming out sup- 
port gioup meets ol 5:30, and a discussion 
group meets at 7:30. A great way lo find 
out about yourself and others. 




r TELEMARKETING A 

National Sales Company has recently 
experienced a sharp increase in the 
need for its product. We are now 
hiring. No French, no door-to-door, 
no experience required. We will train 
you to- earn up to $800 working 
part-time. Be part of a winning team 
& call now for an interview. 

[gjlRECT ELIZABETH 

Marketing 344.0002 



JdROUP 




St.tn çfwürons of Jjck Din<i s mjkfts lem UoiVttr Furk Bobo lem To«ey. Httb Fanning Foote Scon. Te>ry Hofl and the man who started 4 an 

AT JACK DANIEL'S DISTILLERY, seven 

generations of folks have made our whiskey in 
exactly the same way. 

Jack Daniel's drinkers have always been Wff 
folks who appreciate a truly rare whiskey. pEk 
So, for over 125 years, we've kept ipuD 

unchanged the old time taste they've -AMI 

always preferred. Today, when you 
break the seal on a bottle of Jack 
Daniel's Tennessee Whiskey you 
can be sure of this: the smoothness 
you find is the same your father 
and grandfather sipped... and that 
your son will discover when he 
comes of age. 

JACK DANIEL'S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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I you d like ,i booklet aboul Jack Daniel s Whiskey, wine us here in Lynchburg. Tennessee 37352 USA 
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alternative press clips 



Leaking bullshit 

A leaked version of the speech George Bush plans to give if he’s re- 
elected is printed in the Fall issue of The Covert Action Information 
Bulletin. 

The inaugural address, which Covert Action’s handwriting expert 
said was probably written by Bush himself, is accompanied by exten- 
sive footnotes provided by Edward Herman, explaining Bush’s 
doublespeak. 

“My fellow Americans, I stand here before you proud to accept the 
honor and challenge of my second term as President of the greatest 
nation on earth and leader of the Free World,” opens the speech. 

He talks about being “compassionate” and “reach [ing] out to the 
poor", while also saying nasty things about “special interests” and 
“safety nets” (read: social programs). 

“Our first step must be to cut the capital gains tax so that those most 
able to help the less fortunate will be able to do just that,” he says. 

Sure it’s all lies, but it’s nice to know he’s prepared. 

War on queers 

The latest Nation has a lot of nice things to say about Bill Clinton, 
the only convincing bit being Donna Minkowitz’s piece on the war on 
queers in the U.S. 

She discusses the by-now famous ballot initiatives which might 
make “promoting” gaiety illegal in Oregon and Colorado, as well as 
rising attacks on lesbians in gays all across the country. 

Clinton hasn’t been great on queer issues (sodomy is still illegal in 
Arkansas and he made no mention of Oregon’s death-to-homos ballot 
initiative while speaking there several weeks ago), but he isn’t carrying 
the anti-gay baggage of the Republicans. 

“While some progressives may be thinking there is little difference 
between Bush and Clinton (and even toying with the idea ofvoting for 
a progressive third party candidate), lesbians and gay men across the 
country view this selection as a matter of survival,” says Minkowitz. 

Choose sex 

The October issue of Kinesis contains an interesting discussion of 
sex pre-selection techniques. 

It concernsa technology from the U.S.by which sperm ofa given sex 
are selected and artificially inseminated into the woman. 

Women interviewed in the article compared the technology to 
eugenics. “The logical procession is blond, blue-eyed babies,” said 
Beverly Bain of the National Action Committee on the Status of 
Women. 

The argument is that technologies such as these are useful only to 
sexists who will use them to have “more valuable” male children. 

Physicians using the technology have also been criticised for target- 
ing them atSouth Asian communities, who are presumed to devalue 
female children more than other cultures do. 




Judy Rebick speaks at McGill 

Presenting a coherent and 
progressive argument for the No 
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REPRINTED FROM Z MAGAZINE 

Spreading pollutants 

The October Z Magazine has a frightening prediction of what the 
North American Free Trade Agreement might involve, with a close-up 
look at the Maquiladoras, a free-trade zone along the Mexico/U.S. 
border. 

It details the pollution and low wages which have led to toxic water, 
birth defects and huge amounts of crime — as well as making the area 
a haven for American-owned corporations. 

It stays away from the they’ll-steal-our-jobs nationalism which 
dominates the U.S.’s official opposition, emphasizing the impact of the 
deal on Mexican workers and families. 

Z suggests that if the deal goes through, the conditions that domi- 
nate the Maquiladoras will spread throughout the rest of Mexico. 

— compiled by Dan Robins 



by Susan Vivan 

It’s hard to avoid contact with 
mass media’s discussion of the 
Charlottetown A cc ^ij^^ 

getting the whole 
story. 

Judy Rebick, 
president of the 
National Action 
Committee on the 
Status of Women 
(NAC) and 
Madeleine Parent, 

Quebec’s regional 
NAC représenta- 
tive, spoke at 
McGill last Thurs- 
day. Presenting a 
coherent and pro- 
gressive argument 
for the No, they 
contradicted mass 
media portrayals of 
Canadian women 
mudfighting while 



NAC's "No" 

Rebick said 
NAC’s position re- , 
fleeted the group’s 

feminist founda- ‘ " 

lion and 

commitment to 
pursuing equality 
and social justice. ©/- 0a £ 

“Ourpositionis 1 

a rejection of an elitist patriarchal 
political system that doesn’t repre- 
sent people," said Rebick. “The 
Accord represents a step back with 
respect to social justice and equal- 
ity.” 

Rebick outlined the problems 
within the Canada clause and the 
threats to future social programs 
which NAC sees in the 
Charlottetown Accord. 

“We believe this accord to be 
worse than Meech because of the 
threat to new social programs,” she 
said. “NAC wanted a strong central 
government that defended social 
programs, and it didn’t get it.” 

Rebick said the NAC is particu- 
larly concerned about the lack of 
mention of the Canadian Charter 
ofRightsandFreedomsintheequal- 
ity clauses in the Accord. 

“The language of the Accord 
changes with respect to racial mi- 
norities and women. Unlike 
references to official minority lan- 
guages and government with respect 
to equality, there is no mention of 
government commitment to equal- 
ity and no progressivelanguage used 
for groups not mentioned.” 

Groups excluded from equality 
and social justice in the Accord in- 
clude disabled people, seniors, the 
poor, religious minorities and les- 
bians and gays. 

“The balance of 1982 between 
the power of government and the 
rights of individual groups is being 
shifted towards the power of gov- 



ernment,” said Rebick. 

“We believe the changes to the 
Canada clause are a deliberate at- 
tempt to undermine the Charter 
and promote fear about distinct 
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society and aboriginal govern- 
ment,” she said. “Weakening 
individual rights play into fears of 
collective rights.” 

Rebick said NAC is also con- 
cerned about theopt-out clause that 
lets provinces opt out of social pro- 
grams with compensation if they 
have an initiative compatible with 
federal government objectives. 

“The main instrument for uni- 
versality of social programs has now 
been made subject to the whims of 
first ministers who can restrict fed- 
eral spending power,” she said. 

Rebick described how the Ac- 
cord employs a different definition 
of equality from the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 

“The Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms made the constitution 
important to people. It established 
a concept of equality that accom- 
modates and overcomes 
difference,” she said. 

“But this Accord treats equality 
as being the same, and this time it’s 
not people that are equal, but pro- 
vincial governments, and that 
favours privilege, not people.” 

"Yes" for the political elite 

Rebick remarked the division of 
Canadians over the Charlottetown 
Accord reflects power rather than 
political interest. Groups which had 
normally aligned along lines of po- 
litical ideologies aren’t this time 
round. Rather, people are dividing 
along elite lines. 



“All elites, with the exception of 
the leadership of the women’s 
movement, are on the yes side,” 
said Rebick. “But the majority is for 
No in BC, Saskatchewan, Alberta 
a “d Manitoba with 
a national split of 

“While the lead- 

organizations 
across the country 
is supporting the 
Charlottetown Ac- 
corc h mem bers 
Vq . /c of those organiza- 
«/V tions and grass 
roots activist 
Ofa ^ ' groups that belong 

t0 th em are a H 

against it,” she said. 
•*6* . &r A “NAC is one of the 

■ only organizations 
where the leader- 
ship and the 
executive are 

.... unitciJ " 

Despite NAC’s 

solidarity as an or- 

ganizution, mass 

media has pro- 

■ moted the image of 
NAC as a group di- 
vided. But Rebick 

S sult of the media’s 
misunderstanding 

claimed to repre- 
sent all women," 
she said. “NAC is a 
coalition of 550 member feminist 
groups. It is those women werepre- 
sent, not all the women of Canada.” 
Of the 550 NAC member groups 
only two, excluding unions, disa- 
gree with the organization’s 
executives’ No position. 

Referendum undemocratic 

Rebickalsoprovided insight into 
the referendum process outside 
Québec. 

• “The referendum in Québec is 
democratic, unlike the rest of the 
country,” she said. 

Rebick emphasized the high fi- 
nancial cost of the referendum 
outside Québec, which is the only 
province to impose strict spending 
limitson the Yes and Nocampaigns. 

“In the rest of Canada thereisno 
limit on the number of yes commit- 
tees, and each commi ttee can spend 
56 cents per person. So far there are 
300yescommittees, and that means 
S3 million.” 

Rebick also drew attention to 
the SI 25 million the federal gov- 
ernment has spent on advertising. 

“The process is changing the face 
of Canadian politics forever,” said 
Rebick. “When people rise up and 
say no there is a reason for it, and I 
think it’s good.” 

“The decision of NAC is not my 
decision, but the decision of a mul- 
tiracial, inclusive collective of 
women that will no longer accept a 
piece of the patriarchal pie. This 
style of elite male leadership is no 
longer acceptable,” she said. 











